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Gorbachev May 
Press Drive to 
SpUtU.S., Allies 


By NORMAN KEMPSTER, 

Times Stafi Writer 

WASHINGTON-The selecUon 
of suave and vigorous Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev as the new Soviet chief 
after years of aging and feeble 
leadership may strengthen Mos- 
cow’s efforts to drive a wedge 
between the United States and its 
allies but is not likely to result in 
much substantive change in Soviet 
policy, U.S. experts said Monday. > 

These specialists, ej^ect Gor- 
bachev to adopt a conciliatory line 
toward Western Europe— where 
he made inroads last December 
with a successful trip to Britain— 
and a harsh tone toward the United 
StfltGS* 

“If one faces an alliance, one 
should try to split it," said Walter 
Laqueur, a senior staff member of 
both the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies at George- 
town University and the Institute 
of Contemporary History in Lon- 
don. . . 

Little Immediate Impact 

Beyond atmospherics, the lead- 
ership change is not ejqpected to 
have much immediate impact on 
Soviet foreign policy, which was 
the product of group decisions 
within the ruling Politburo 
throughout the tenure of President 
Konsuntin U. Chernenko, who 
died Sunday. 

U.S. ejqaerts believe Gorbachev 
will devote the next year or so to 
the critical task of solidifying his 
own position atop the Soviet hier- 
archy before turning his attention 
to mojor changes in either foreign 
or domestic policy. 

“The Soviets are becoming sen- 
sitive to the fact that all over the 
world the Soviet Union is perceived 
as a power in decline,” said Arnold 
Horelick, director of the 
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Rand/UCLA Center far the Study 

of Soviet Interaetknal Behwiw. 
-IHe physical appe«rai« of w 
leader seemed to ronforce thte 

mood. Politically, it was extremely 
both at home and abroad. ' 

1 think Goihacbev will be very 

aenritive to that and wiO try to giw 

the impcearion that the Soviet 

Union is on the move. 

**£vefyoDe is waiting for some- . 
one to appear on the Soviet site in 
whom you can invest some illu- 
Bmlick said, explaining 
that the Soviet * 

j vigorous leader and the West ' . 

wantsaSovietlibe^. , ^ . 

Hdmut SonnoaWdt, an tssfm 

on the Soviet Unioo. fonneriy with 

. the State Department and now m 
the ff****^ of the Brookings Institu-r 

i tion in Washington, said the Soviet 
i uidon has tried for years to api^ 
to Western Europeans to abandon 
' the alBanee with Wadiington. 

1 •AUva.teaaAlagltoidei* 

■ Tliey hitfe an advantage > 
[ that they have a Bve^ breathing 

l^nAw edio can deal with Biropem 

, imAml" Saonenfoldt said, ^he 
P SpMt party in the W^ is 
K wtk States. A lot of this stuff 
with the Western Biropeans is 
^oigned to put pressure on this 

I country.* , zn* 

1. — -- fvwtep. ft fanner QA 



than the TO* 


wbo hnve, 
Soviet Union 


However, he said the new 


■■^foving out of the geriatric 

ward is good for them, but vdiethw 

ttisfoo^uBrem^tobesw 
Cmw sftiA wTfW uie 

winnowing-out process m^teP^ 
Bttmro unlesB you are cut Bfom tne 

.ame doth as your fdlow mem- 

i Jinany Carters do not nae to the 
1 ton in the Soviet Uioian.'* 

^Whai Yuri V. Andropov suc- 
I eeeded 


<jescribed in a barrage of ^opagan- 

da as a doset liberal who soo^ 
times listened to AsMiem 
But Andropov, who ciM in 1 W 
never lived up to the t^ag^ U5. 
fl PfrtaiiBtg believe that Gorbachev 
nuybe similarly 
that he, too, is unlfltely to fit the 

image. . ^ 

Qorbadiev visited London m 
December, charming the uwally 
sk« ytical Britidi with well-tailo^ 
suits, a moderate , manner and a 
stylish wife. 

NafflatafOwaVlewt 
VeryBttleisknownofGorbadi- 
iv’s personal views. His speeches 
have^ reflected established Sovi- 
et policy without giving as much as 

ahintofhisownideas. 

“To have goUmi as far as h e ba^ 

. Gtnbadiev has to have been good 
at camouflage and tactical myieu- 
ver." said Thane Gustafson, direc- 
tor of the Soviet studies program at 

Qcorgdown’s Center far Strategic 

andlntemationalStudi^ _ 

, ffis coUeague Angda E. Stmt 
-We know even leas of ms 
mews on foreign policy than ^ 
know of his viw “ 

policy.ltisverydangeroustothmk. 

' that Gorbachev will be any more 
liberal* or flexible* fthan his pre- 
decessors) on foreign rdatioot 

Zbigniew Brsednski, natoonal 
. i security adviser in the C yter Ad - 
1 rrirnid ra tion, notcd that G^ badi- 
I ev's natrdis in the Kremlm were 

I Andropov, who was the diief of ^ 
r I KGB seer et pdice before bec onmig 

n president, and Mikhail A. Su^. 
j far years the Kremlm*s watchdog 
: otideologicalpurtty. ^ _ 

r I -When the Sovid KGB chief 
‘ I sees promising in a 

I young man. you haveto^tjmt^ 

w sdf. “What is itr**Br aeiinite said, 
r “One has to look at what the mm 
- stonte far. vfhat his career was. in 
« ; that respect. I expect a mudi more 

k ' AiUfuL eoergdie— but m maiv 

le lespeds, more dangerous— sort of 

id Parmer Seerdaty of State Alex- 

le anderlL Haig. Jr., said the elmnge 

ncobabty will nd have mudi im- 

B- ^ootheUJS.-Sovidarmseon- 
m trol**^ opening today in Geneva 
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